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New US bill seeks to make
producers collect and
recycle their own waste
The so-called ‘Break Free From Plastic Pollution Act’, introduced
by Democratic lawmakers this week, would require producers
to collect and recycle their own waste, create and nationwide
drink container refund scheme.
Beginning from 2022, the bill would require
producers to phase out single-use items as well as
design, manage and finance programs that collect
and process product waste. It would also create a
10-cent national refund program for all beverage
containers, whilst permitting of new plastic
production would be paused for up to 3 years.

Cabinet reshuffle
sees new faces at
BEIS and DEFRA

The Bill, however, has little chance of passage in the
Senate where a Republican majority opposes curbs
on an industry that generates about $400 billion in
sales and maintains almost a million manufacturing
jobs. Nevertheless, it does demonstrate the growing
pressure of environmental groups and the public to
stem the flow of plastic waste.

In Boris Johnson’s first major cabinet
reshuffle, both the BEIS and DEFRA
secretaries have been sacked.
Environment Secretary Theresa Villiers
has been replaced by George Eustice,

Removing PFAs from food
packaging ‘an immediate priotiy’

while Business Secretary Andrea
Leadsom has been replaced by
International Development Secretary
Alok Sharma, who has also been
named as COP26 President.

New research shows public
“still confused” about recycling
New research, conducted by YouGov, found that only
8% of Brits strongly believe that recycling labelling on
products is clear, and that only 12% of them actually trust
the recycling labelling claims. Over a third of consumer’s
admit that recycling confuses them in general.

Testing on food packaging, conducted by
Scottish environmental charity, FIDRA, has
revealed a huge reliance on PFAS ‘forever
chemicals’, many of which are linked to major
environmental and human health concerns.
In its report, published this week, FIDRA
recommends that all PFAS should be phased
from food packaging as “an immediate
priority”.

The research indicates that the public are nearly 50% more
likely to always recycle at home compared to when out, and
almost twice as likely to always recycle at home than at work.
However, two-thirds of people have said it has become
easier to recycle in the last 5 years and that 91% of people
agreed that recycling is indeed ‘worth it’, in terms of time
and energy output.
DEFRA aims to tackle these labelling issues, with their
Resources and Waste Strategy coming to fruition
throughout the course of the year, by harmonising
recycling labelling and making it clearer for consumers.

The chemicals were present in packaging from
eight of nine major UK supermarkets and from
all takeaways and included cookie bags from
Co-op, popcorn bags from Lidl, takeaway bags
from Costa, Greggs and Starbucks and also
Dominos’ pizza boxes.

For more information, visit:
www.yatesupplies.com
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WRAP sets out guidelines for
compostable packaging

The latest advice from WRAP aims to help businesses
make informed choices over the key potential
uses for compostable packaging, which are:
ood caddy liners (and other bags such as
• Fcarrier
bags or fruit and vegetable bags
that could be used as food caddy liners)

• Fruit and vegetable stickers
• Tea bags
• Coffee pods
• Ready meal trays
• ‘Closed loop’ situations such as festivals

WRAP added that the guidance highlights the
importance of communicating with the public
to ensure products end up in the correct bin,
but also recognises the challenges in doing
so due to available infrastructure.

BrewDog to upcycle and trade
used cans for company equity

Craft beer firm BrewDog has unveiled a new
sustainability action plan that offers anyone who
trades in 50 empty beer cans the chance to
become a BrewDog Equity Punk and therefore
own a (unspecified) percentage of the business.

Coffee cups
to receive
‘specialists’
recycling label
As reported in Issue 5 of
Dtangle News, food and
drink packaging will now
come with a binary
“recycle” or “don’t recycle”
label, in place of the often confusing “recycled”,
“check local recycling” and “not yet recycled” system.
Single-use cups will join the “specialist label” list
for packaging that can be recycled at “bring sites”
or “front of store”. At least 75% of the population
must have access to these collection points. Drinks
cartons and PE films already have this label.
The final label design will say: “Recycle at coffee
shop or recycling point.”

Aberdeenshire trails
polystyrene recycling
Aberdeenshire council has begun a one-year trial
of polystyrene recycling, at three of its household
recycling centres, in partnership with packaging
company Styropack who will provide the service.
Once collected, the material will be ground
down and reused in Styropack packaging. This
includes packaging for white goods, meat,
horticulture and produce, although it’s unclear
how much will be collected during the trial.
To begin with, the centres will only accept
packaging made from Expanded Polystyrene
(EPS) and will not be able to accept any
containers contaminated with food, takeaway
packaging, biodegradable or compostable
packing chips, or Styrofoam cups.

It has also pledged to upcycle old cans from any
brand in order to refill them with the company’s
craft beer and give the material a second life.
Furthermore, any waste beer produced that fails to
meet quality standards will be distilled into Vodka.

ALDI re-vamps
instore bag charges

Aldi is increasing the price of its “flexi-loop bags for life” up from 9p to
15p and charging 6p for home-compostable bags. It will also trial, in 100
stores, the removal of free single-use plastic produce bags which will be
replaced with reusable drawstring bags, that retail at 25p.
It added that if the move is rolled out nationally, it would remove around
109 tonnes of plastic from circulation each year.
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