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New Environment bill
short ond detail

New OPRL rules will drive
change ahead of EPR reforms
On-Pack Recycling Label (OPRL) has
launched its new recycling label rules,
moving the majority of packaging
into either ‘Recycle’ or ‘Don’t Recycle’.

The new Environment Bill had its first reading on
January 30 but included very little detail of what
will actually change, especially in terms of producer
responsibility, with measures mainly in place to give
ministers ‘relevant powers’. No date has been set
for the Second Reading. Alongside the Bill, however,
a detailed policy statement was issued setting out
the rationale for various environmental measures
covering key topics such as product design, waste
management and exports.
The statement emphasises how the Bill will move
the economy towards a “more circular economic
model” with clauses to establish a minimum level
of ecodesign for products and measures to support
“a shift towards durable, repairable and recyclable
products, and banning those products or packaging
which cannot be reused or recycled.”
There was also confirmation that the PRN system
will be revamped. Extended producer responsibility
schemes will be introduced seek to make producers
responsible for the full net costs of managing their
products at end of life as well as incentives for
producers to design their products with re-use mind,
and products that are easier to recycle will pay less.
The policy paper says that “The Bill contains
powers which will allow government to stop
the export of waste, including polluting plastic
waste, to developing countries. We will consult
with industry, NGOs and local authorities on any
specific restrictions or prohibitions.”

The new labels – to be applied over the
next three years – will aim to reduce
consumer confusion and provide
greater transparency. Packaging with
‘Recycle’ labels will indicate that at
least 75% of UK local authorities will
collect and recycle, whilst packaging
with the ‘Don’t Recycle’ label signify
that fewer than 50% of LAs won’t.
Three plastic polymer types (cPET and
coloured aPET/rPET) will move from
‘Check Locally’ to ‘Recycle’ labels,
whilst two polymers (PVC and PS)
that are widely collected, but mainly
landfilled or incinerated, move from
‘Check Locally’ to ‘Don’t Recycle’.
Coated paper and card quality
tolerances will be tightened to a
maximum of 15% plastic by weight
for the ‘Recycle’ status, reducing
further to 10% in January 2023. Coffee
cups will also be given a specialist
label to support in-store collections
for recycling.
A handful of fully recyclable
packaging types, where collections
fall between 50 to 75% of local
authorities, will retain the intermediary
‘Check Home Collections’ status.

The Bill also contains measures that could also be
imposed on the export of other materials, in addition
to plastics, although details are scant at present.
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Biffa opens PET plan as
export markets tighten

Biffa has opened a new £27.5m PET bottle
recycling facility in Seaham, County Durham.
The plant is capable of converting 57,000 tonnes
of PET plastic per year, equivalent to 1.3bn plastic
bottles, into high-purity plastic pellets that will be
sold on to drinks makers and other manufacturers
for a range of applications, including food and
beverage packaging.
Biffa also announced a new £7m facility in
Washington will be built over the next year that will
recycle 20,000 tonnes plastic tubs and trays annually.

Sainsbury’s invests £1bn to become
carbon neutral by 2040
Whilst it’s not the only supermarket to outline its
sustainability goals, Sainsbury’s has just set more
ambitious targets than some of its rivals. The chain
said its 20-year programme would include cutting
carbon emissions, food waste, plastic packaging
and water usage, whilst increasing recycling.
The retailer aims to halve its use of plastic
packaging by 2025. It’s also currently piloting
a deposit return scheme, in five stores, where
customers receive a 5p coupon for every plastic
bottle they recycle.

Ambitious new reforms seek to
reduce China’s single-use plastic

Glasgow to phase-out single
use plastics within two years
Glasgow City Council has approved new
measures to remove SUPs from council offices,
schools and transport hubs by 2022.
Its Plastics Reduction Strategy contains
22 action points designed to remove all
“unnecessary” plastics from the city within
a decade including plastic bags, cutlery,
coffee cups and food-to-go packaging and
has called on the Scottish and central UK
Governments to implement tighter legislation.

Most British consumers support
greater use of sustainable packaging
In research conducted by Michael Price
Associates (MPA), 74% of consumers said they
would pay more for products that are good
for the environment. Furthermore, 28% said they
would consider whether a product was labelled
as such before they make a purchase.
A third of consumers would buy fewer goods with
packaging that is not recyclable and 24% said
they make more effort to buy more products
that are made from recyclable materials.
However, more than 3% of respondents –
equivalent to two million UK adults – admitted
to never recycling plastic.

Beijing has announced that all non-biodegradable
plastic bags will be banned in major cities by the
end of 2020, and across all cities and towns by
2022. The foodservice industry will also be forced to
reduce single-use plastics by 30 percent, including
a ban on plastic utensils and nonbiodegradable
straws by the end of 2020.
The Chinese government has also laid out plans
to increase recycling to 35% by 2020 in nearly 50
major urban centres. Shanghai is currently piloting
a new recycling system with heavy penalties
for business and government organisations who
violate the rules, whilst surveillance cameras have
been set to monitor households.

Potato-based bioplastic unveiled
A bioplastic made entirely from potato starch,
and which is purported to biodegrade in 4 weeks,
has been unveiled by Spanish sustainable plastic
compound producer, Kompuestos.
This new bioplastic aims to replace traditional
supermarket plastic bags for fruit and vegetables.
The product has been developed using
biodegradable resins made from different starches
derived from corn, potato and various types of
cereals, using standard processing equipment.
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