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France begins to phase out
single-use plastics
France has taken the first steps towards banning single-use plastics,
starting with plates, cups, and cotton buds from January 1st 2020.
Plastic straws and cutlery also follow, from January 1st, 2021.
Shops that carry the banned products will be allowed
to continue selling them for six months after January 1st,
provided they were produced or imported beforehand.
The decree also includes a temporary exemption for
compostable products containing at least 50 percent of
organic materials, as well as for cutlery used in health and
prison facilities, and on transport such as trains and airplanes.
The exemptions will expire in July 2021.

Queens speech outlines
Government stratetgy

New York set to become the
third US state to ban Styrofoam
The new legislation, which will be formally
introduced this month and due to come into
effect in 2022, will ban the distribution and use
of expanded polystyrene foam containers for
prepared foods and drinks served by restaurants,
food trucks, delis, and grocery stores.

A ban on the export of plastic waste outside
of the OECD, charges on single-use plastic
and the introduction of a deposit return
scheme were among the policies unveiled
in the Queen’s Speech.
The plans will come as little surprise to the
packaging industry as the initiatives were
unveiled in the Tory Party’s manifesto.
The Bill will also be to extend producer
responsibility, to “ensure a consistent approach
to recycling”. The government has also revealed
it will establish a £500m “Blue Planet fund” to
protect oceans from plastic pollution, warming
sea temperatures and overfishing.
Most of the bill’s provisions will apply to England
with a “small number” extending to Northern
Ireland only. The government added that over
half of the Bill’s provisions would extend and
apply to Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.

It will also come with tough penalties; first
offenders will be fined $250, and up to $2,000
for repeated violations. Maine, the first state to
pass a foam ban in May 2019, charges violators
a mere $100.
This ban follows the prohibition on single-use
plastic bags, scheduled to go into effect later
this year.

Zac Goldsmith stays as
Environment Minister
Boris Johnson has chosen
to make Goldsmith a life
peer, a move which has
enabled him to retain his
Ministerial role at DEFRA,
despite losing his seat in
the general election.
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San Francisco cafés are banishing disposable coffee cups
What started as a small trend among independent cafes has now gained
support from some big names in the city’s food and coffee world.
Celebrated chef Dominique Crenn, owner of the threestar Michelin restaurant
Atelier Crenn, is opening a San Francisco cafe next year that will have no
to-go bags or disposable coffee cups and will use no plastic. Customers
will be encouraged to bring their own coffee cups instead.
On a bigger scale, the Blue Bottle coffeehouse chain, which goes through
about 15,000 to-go cups a month at its 70 US locations, plans to stop using
paper cups at two of its San Francisco area branches this year, as part of
a pledge to go “zero waste” by the end of 2020. Coffee togo customers will
have to bring their own mug or pay a deposit for a reusable cup, which
they can keep or return for a refund. The deposit fee will likely be between
$3 and $5, the company said.

McDonald’s begins plastic-free
trials in Canada

UK plastics PACT members make
progress towards 2025 goals
The first annual report for the UK Plastics Pact has
been released. The pact, between WRAP and 85 UK
businesses responsible for 80% of plastics packaging
sold through UK supermarkets, was signed in April
2018 and set out four targets to be met by 2025.

Two McDonald’s stores in Canada, one in
Vancouver and one in London, are leaving plastic
packaging behind. Instead wooden cutlery, paper
straws and paper cup lids will be used as part
of a closely tracked pilot project by McDonald’s
Canada’s corporate office.

Next step for BP’s
recycing technology
BP’s plans to develop new technology to
recycle PET plastics has been boosted with the
formation of a new consortium that includes
packaging and recycling specialist ALPLA, food,
drink and consumer goods producers Britvic,
Danone, Unilever, and waste management
expert REMONDIS.
BP’s Infinia recycling technology is designed to
turn opaque and difficult-to-recycle PET plastic
waste into recycled feedstocks that can be used
to make new, high-quality PET plastic packaging
again and again, with no loss in quality.

The 2018/19 report identifies 1 billion problematic
and unnecessary single use plastic items to be
eliminated by the end of 2020. It also shows
pact members are over halfway towards all
their packaging being recyclable, and the UK
is over half-way towards recycling 70% of
plastic packaging.
Members are also a third of the way towards an
average of 30% recycled content in their plastic
packaging. Highly complex challenges remain,
such as developing a recycling system for films
and flexible packaging.

Cadbury trials paper packaging
Mondelez International has
launched its Cadbury Energy
bar in 100% recyclable paper
packaging, as part of an
exclusive trial in New Zealand.
Nestlé also announced that
its line of ‘YES!’ chocolate
bars will also be wrapped
in paper packaging.
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