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Election Special: What a Conservative majority
means for the short term Environmental legislation
Prime Minister Boris Johnson has already outlined the
first 100 days of a Conservative Party majority, including
future schemes for the environment, post-Brexit. This
will include the passing of the Environment Bill, which
features policy frameworks for deposit return schemes
and the ‘polluterpays’ principles for waste.
However, in light of the voluntary level playing field
system in the current iteration of the Brexit deal, MPs
from across the opposition and Government benches
will likely reiterate their concerns that the Bill lacks
teeth and weakens the environmental policy agenda.

Scotland takes decisive steps
towards a circular economy

World’s biggest airports aim to
ban single-use plastics

The Scottish Government has unveiled
plans for the introduction of a new Circular
Economy Bill as part of its aim of achieving
net-zero carbon emissions by 2045.

Atlanta-Hartsfield and Dubai, the world’s first
and third busiest airports, are taking immediate
steps to remove single-use packaging. A
sweeping ban by the Atlanta City Council,
effecting all public buildings including its
airport, on single-use plastics, including straws
and plastic cutlery will come in effect in 2020.

Measures proposed include taxes on
disposable items, including a charge of
between 20 -25p on single-use cups and
an increase to the carrier bag charge from
five pence to 10 pence. There will also be
mandatory reporting of surplus stock, with
food waste and textiles deemed priority
areas, and new powers to tackle waste crime.
The six-week consultation will be open for
responses until 19 December so that the
initiatives can be transposed into Scottish
law before July 2020.

Meanwhile, a string of big-name
food-to-go brands, including
McDonalds, Costa Coffee and Pret
A Manger have unveiled
plastic-free offerings
at Dubai Airport next
month, as part of the
airport’s commitment
to eliminate singleuse plastics.

OPRL appoints Margaret Bates as executive director
The On-Pack Recycling Label (OPRL) has appointed Professor Margaret Bates
as its first full-time executive director. Bates has recently held the role of
chair of CIWM’s Executive Committee.
She will be working on making the voluntary recycling labelling scheme
‘match fit for mandatory’, as well as preparing for Extended Producer
Responsibility Reforms.

For more information, visit:
www.yatesupplies.com
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Mars and Nestle spearhead chemicals recycling scheme for plastics
The brands have teamed up with packaging solutions firm Citeo, energy giant Total and
recycling technology provider Recycling Technologies to develop an industrial chemical
recycling process for plastic packaging in France. The initiative is targeting types of plastics
deemed non-recyclable that are sent for
incineration or disposed of in landfill instead.
Developed by US-based recycling innovation
firm PureCycle, the technology applies
chemical additives to contaminated or
coloured polypropylene plastic waste,
separating coloured dyes, odours, dirt and
food and drink waste from the plastic itself
using a contained reaction process.

Morrisons
removes black
plastic packaging

Whitbread commits
to curbing single
use plastics by 2025

Scotland’s Drs must
be “accessible and
availble to all”

The supermarket will
replace almost 4,000
tonnes of black plastic
with a recyclable plastic
containing at least 85 per
cent recycled content.

The firm, which also
owns Premier Inn and
several restaurant brands
including Beefeater, says
it will remove “hundreds
of millions of pieces” of
“unnecessary” singleuse
plastics by 2025 across its
supply chain.

A report from the Scottish
Parliament’s Environment,
Climate Change and Land
Reform Committee has
now called on the Scottish
Government to ensure that
the infrastructure is in place
to ensure that the scheme is
accessible and available to
all who need to use it.

This would keep the
packaging well above
the threshold for the
forthcoming plastics
tax due in 2022.
Meanwhile, M&S is currently
phasing out 1,700 tonnes
of black plastic, Lidl
is removing all black
plastic packaging from its
primary fruit and vegetable
packaging and Ocado
has already removed it
from 83 product lines.

Premier Inn’s managing
director, Simon Ewins, said
that the move would also
extend to “less visible,
less sexy stuff”, such as
eliminating single-use
plastics from behind-thescenes uses for food or
textile packaging.

The Committee, whilst
accepting that the scheme
would focus initially on drinks
containers, says the scheme
must be as “comprehensive
as possible” and introduce
other materials such as
cartons, pouches and other
plastics in a phased way.
The report also called for
a minimum deposit rate of
20p set out in regulation.
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